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World Mental Health Day Celebration
(October - 10)

According to World Health Organization (WHO), Health means
Physical, Psychological and Social Wellbeing.

About 1 to 2 % of the population suffers from Major Mental lllnesses like
Psychoses and Mood disorders. Around 15 to 20 % of the People are affected by
Minor Mental lllnesses like Anxiety disorders, and Stress related disorders. In view of
the present competitive, stressful environment, psychiatric problems among
adolescents and young adults are escalating distressingly. So much so, Alcohol and
Substance misuse and the consequent psychiatric morbidity are also increasing
alarmingly. Moreover suicide, an important consequence of major psychiatric problem

is increasing in distressing proportion year by year.

Moreover, Superstitious belief and Social Stigma about Mental illness are
still commonly prevailing in our Society. Even today, the false and superstitious
belief, that mental illnesses are caused by Black magic, Witchcraft, Evil spirits and
Bad stars, IS existing in our country. Because of shyness, ignorance, poverty, fear
and false belief, family members take the patient to magicians and mantravadis and
after realizing that the disease get worsened, they bring the patient for medical
treatment.

In order to create an awareness about prevention of psychiatric problems,
elimination of superstitious beliefs, early recognition and early intervention of
psychiatric problems, the celebration of world Mental Health day is being conducted
every year



